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Tools & Materials:

Description:

-Paper or printed
  template
-Markers
-Scissors
-Paper Clip

Have you ever seen a maple 
seed fall from a tree and spin 
down to the ground? Have you 
ever wondered how it works? 
Experiment with air pressure and 
weight to create your own "Dropter 
Copter" that twirls and floats just 
like a spinning Maple seed!
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Directions:DROP-TER

 HELICOPTERS

Cut along the solid lines

Fold the shaded area inward 
along the dotted line

Fold flaps A and B inward

Fold flaps C and D down in 
opposite directions from each 
other

If you want to, color the 
helicopters and investigate 
how your designs look as they 
fly.

Experiment by adding a paper-
clip to the bottom of your 
helicopters to add weight and 
make it fall faster!
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Repeat steps 1 - 6 on 
each of the two

helicopters
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Directions

Maple tree seeds have a 
unique way of falling to the 
ground.  Inspired by the way 
they fall, create and test 2 
different sized helicopters.

Maple seeds fall straight down 
even if there is wind!

They swirl in a tornado-like 
vortex in a downward direction.

Their shape inspires designers 
to create helicopter blades and 
wind turbines.
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Fun Facts Test to see 
which one spins 

the fastest!
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*Use your printer 
to print this page 

or trace the 
lines from your 

screen!

*Test both sizes 
and see if they 
fly differently!
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